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BACKGROUND

In 1972, the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (also referred
to as the Clean Water Act [CWA]) was anended to provide that the
di scharge of pollutants to waters of the United States from any
poi nt source is effectively prohibited unless the discharge is in
conpliance with an NPDES permt. The 1987 anmendnents to the CWMA
added Section 402(p) which establishes a framework for regulating
muni ci pal and industrial storm water discharges under the NPDES
Program On Novenber 16, 1990, the U. S. Environnental Protection
Agency (U.S. EPA) published final regulations that establish
application requirenents for stormwater permts. The

regul ations require that stormwater associated with industri al
activity (stormwater) that discharges either directly to surface
waters or indirectly through municipal separate storm sewers nust
be regul ated by an NPDES permt.

U. S. EPA developed a four-tier permt issuance strategy for storm
wat er di scharges associated with industrial activity as foll ows:

Tier |, Baseline Permtting--One or nore general permts wll
be developed to initially cover the majority of storm water
di scharges associated with industrial activity.

Tier 11, Watershed Permtting--Facilities w thin watersheds
shown to be adversely inpacted by storm water discharges
associated with industrial activity will be targeted for

i ndi vi dual or watershed-specific general permts.

Tier 111, Industry-Specific Permtting--Specific industry
categories will be targeted for individual or
i ndustry-specific general permts.

Tier 1V, Facility-Specific Permtting--A variety of factors
will be used to target specific facilities for individua
permts.

The regul ations all ow authori zed states to i ssue general permts
or individual permts to regulate storm water discharges.



Consistent with Tier |, Baseline Permtting, of the U S EPA
permtting strategy, the State Water Board issued a statew de
CGeneral Permt on Novenber 19, 1991 that applied to all storm

wat er discharges requiring a permt except construction activity.
The nonitoring requirenents of this General Permt were anended
Septenber 17, 1992. A separate statew de general permt has been
i ssued for construction activity.

To obtain authorization for continued and future storm water

di scharge under this General Permt, each facility operator nust
submit a Notice of Intent (NO). This approach is consistent
with the four-tier permtting strategy described in Federal
regulations, i.e., Tier 1, Baseline Permtting. Tier 1, Baseline
Permitting, enables the State to begin reducing pollutants in

i ndustrial stormwater in the nost efficient manner possible.

This General Permt generally requires facility operators to:

1. Elimnate unauthorized non-storm water discharges;

2. Develop and inplenment a stormwater pollution prevention plan
(SWPPP) ; and

3. Performnmonitoring of stormwater discharges and aut hori zed
non- st orm wat er di schar ges.

TYPES OF STORM WATER DI SCHARGES COVERED BY THI S GENERAL PERM T

This General Permt is intended to cover all new or existing
storm wat er di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm wat er di scharges
fromfacilities required by Federal regulations to obtain a
permt including those (1) facilities previously covered by the
San Franci sco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board O der

No. 92-011 (as anended by Order No. 92-116), (2) facilities
designated by the Regional Water Quality Control Boards (Regiona
Wat er Boards), (3) facilities whose operators seek coverage under
this General Permt, (4) and facilities required by future

U. S. EPA storm water regulations.

The General Permit is intended to cover all facilities described
in Attachnent 1, whether the facility is primary or is auxiliary
to the facility operator's function. For exanple, even though a
school district's primary function is education, a facility which
it operates for vehicle maintenance of school buses is a
transportation facility which is covered by this General Permt.

The definition of "stormwater associated with industrial
activity" is provided in Attachment 4, Definition 9, of this
CGeneral Permt. Facilities that discharge storm water associated
with industrial activity requiring a General Permit are |listed by
category in 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)

Section 122.26(b)(14) (Federal Register, Volune 55 on
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Pages 48065-66) and in Attachnent 1 of this General Permit. The
facilities can be publicly or privately owned. A general
description of these categories are:

1. Facilities subject to stormwater effluent limtations
gui del i nes, new source perfornmance standards, or toxic
pol l utant effluent standards (40 CFR Subchapter N);

Manuf acturing facilities;

M ning/oil and gas facilities;

Hazar dous waste treatnment, storage, or disposal facilities;

o~ DN

Landfills, |land application sites, and open dunps that
recei ve industrial waste;

6. Recycling facilities such as netal scrap yards, battery
recl ai mers, sal vage yards, autonobile yards;

7. Steamelectric generating facilities;

8. Transportation facilities that conduct any type of vehicle
mai nt enance such as fueling, cleaning, repairing, etc.;

9. Sewage treatnent plants;

10. Construction activity (covered by a separate general
permt); and

11. Certain facilities (often referred to as "light industry")
where industrial naterials, equipnent, or activities are
exposed to storm water.

For the nost part, these facilities are identified in the Federal
regul ations by a Standard Industrial Cassification (SIC

Cateqory 1 Dischargers

The follow ng categories of facilities currently have storm water
effluent Iimtation guidelines for at |east one of their

subcat egories. They are cenent manufacturing (40 CFR Part 411);
feedlots (40 CFR Part 412); fertilizer manufacturing

(40 CFR Part 418); petroleumrefining (40 CFR Part 419);
phosphat e manufacturing (40 CFR Part 422); steamelectric power
generation (40 CFR Part 423); coal mning (40 CFR Part 434);

m neral mning and processing (40 CFR Part 436); ore nmining and
dressing (40 CFR Part 440); and asphalt emul sion

(40 CFR Part 443). A facility operator whose facility falls into
one of these general categories should exam ne the effluent
guidelines to determne if the facility is categorized in one of
t he subcategories that have stormwater effluent guidelines. |If
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a facility is classified as one of those subcategories, that
facility is subject to the standards listed in the CFR for that
category and is subject to this General Permt. This Ceneral
Permt contains additional requirenents (see Section B.6.) for
facilities with stormwater effluent |limtations guidelines.

Cateqory 5 Dischargers

| nactive or closed landfills, |and application sites, and open
dunps that have received industrial wastes (Category 5) nay be
subject to this General Permt unless the stormwater discharges
fromthe sites are already regulated by an NPDES permt issued by
the appropriate Regional Water Board. Facility operators of
closed landfills that are regul ated by waste di scharge

requi renents (WDRs) nay be required to conply with this CGeneral

Permit. |In sone cases, it may be appropriate for closed
landfills to be covered by the State Water Board's General Permt
during closure activities. New landfill construction should be

covered by the Construction Activities CGeneral Permt. Facility
operators should contact their Regional Water Board to determ ne
the appropriate permt coverage.

Cateqgory 10 Di schargers

Facility operators of Category 10 (light industry) facilities are
not subject to this General Permt if they can certify that the
following mninmumconditions at their facilities are net:

1. Al prohibited non-stormwater discharges have been
elimnated or otherw se permtted.

2. Al areas of past exposure have been inspected and cl eaned,
as appropri ate.

3. Al materials related to industrial activity (including waste
mat eri al s) are not exposed to stormwater or authorized
non- st orm wat er di schar ges.

4. Al industrial activities and industrial equipnment are not
exposed to stormwater or authorized non-storm water
di schar ges.

5. There is no exposure of materials associated with industri al
activity through other direct or indirect pathways such as
particul ates from stacks and exhaust systens.

6. There is periodic re-evaluation of the facility to ensure
Conditions 1, 3, 4, and 5 are continuously net.

Currently, facility operators that can certify that the above
conditions are nmet are not required to notify the State \Water



- V-

Board or Regional Water Board. These facility operators are
advised to retain such certification docunentation on site.

The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals invalidated the exenption
granted by U. S. EPA for stormwater discharges fromfacilities in
Category 11 that do not have exposure and renmanded the regul ation
to U S. EPA for further action. The State Water Board, at this
time, is not requiring stormwater discharges fromfacilities in
Category 11 that do not have exposure to be covered by this
General Permit. Instead, the State Water Board will await future
U.S. EPA or court action clarifying the types of storm water

di scharges that nust be permitted. |If necessary, the State Water
Board will reopen the General Permit to accomnmopdate such a
clarification.

Section 1068 of the Internodel Surface Transportation Act of 1991
exenpts muni ci pal agenci es serving popul ati ons of |ess than
100, 000 from Phase | permt requirenents for nost facilities they
operate (uncontrolled sanitary landfills, power plants, and

airports are still required to be permtted in Phase 1).
Phase Il of the Permt Program scheduled to begin
August 7, 2001 will cover the facilities that are exenpt from

Phase | permt requirenents.

TYPES OF DI SCHARGES NOTI' COVERED BY THI S GENERAL PERM T

1. CONSTRUCTI ON ACTIVITY: Discharges fromconstruction activity
of five acres or nore, including clearing, grading, and
excavation. A separate general permt was adopted on
August 20, 1992 for this industrial category.

2. FACI LI TIES WH CH HAVE NPDES PERM TS CONTAI NI NG STORM WATER
PROVI SI ONS:  Sone storm wat er di scharges may be regul ated by
ot her individual or general NPDES permits issued by the State
Wat er Board or the Regional Water Boards. These discharges
shall not be regulated by this General Permt. When the
i ndi vi dual or general NPDES permts for such discharges
expire, the State Water Board or Regional Water Board may
aut hori ze coverage under this General Permt or another
general NPDES permt, or nay issue a new individual NPDES
permt consistent with the Federal and State storm water
regul ations. Interested parties nmay petition the State Water
Board or appropriate Regional Water Board to issue individual
or General NPDES Permts. General Permts may be issued for
a particular industrial group or watershed area.

3. FACI LI TIES DETERM NED | NELI G BLE BY REG ONAL WATER BQARDS:
Regi onal Water Boards nay determ ne that discharges froma
facility or groups of facilities, otherwi se eligible for
coverage under this General Permt, have potential water
quality inmpacts that may not be appropriately addressed by
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this General Permt. |In such cases, a Regional Water Board
may require such discharges to be covered by an individual or
general NPDES permt. Interested persons may petition the

appropriate Regional Water Board to issue individual NPDES
permts. The applicability of this General Permt to such
di scharges will be term nated upon adoption of an individual
NPDES permit or a different general NPDES permt.

FACI LI TI ES WHI CH DO NOT DI SCHARGE STORM WATER TO WATERS OF
THE UNI TED STATES: The di scharges fromthe foll ow ng
facilities are not required to be permtted:

a. FACILITIES THAT DI SCHARGE STORM WATER TO MUNI Cl PAL
SANI TARY SEVEER SYSTEMS: Facilities that discharge storm
wat er to nunicipal sanitary sewer systens or conbi ned
sewer systens are not required by Federal regulations to
be covered by an NPDES stormwater permt or to subnmt an
NO to conply with this General Permit. (It should be
noted that many nunicipalities have sewer use ordi nances
that prohibit stormdrain connections to their sanitary
sewers.)

b. FACILITIES THAT DO NOT DI SCHARGE STORM WATER TO SURFACE
WATERS OR SEPARATE STORM SEVERS: Stormwater that is
captured and treated and/or disposed of with the
facility's NPDES permtted process wastewater and storm
wat er that is disposed of to evaporation ponds,
per col ati on ponds, or conbi ned sewer systens are not
required to obtain a stormwater permt. To avoid
liability, the facility operator should be certain that
no di scharge of stormwater to surface waters will occur
under any circunstances.

MOST SILVI CULTURAL ACTIVITIES: Storm water discharges from
nost silvicultural activities such as thinning, harvesting
operations, surface drainage, or road construction and

mai nt enance are exenpt fromthis permt. Log sorting or |og
storage facilities that fall within SIC 2411 are required to
be permtted.

M NING AND O L AND GAS FACILITIES: GO and gas facilities
that have not rel eased stormwater resulting in a discharge
of a reportable quantity (RQ for which notification is or
was required pursuant to 40 CFR Parts 110, 117, and 302 at
any tinme after Novenber 19, 1987 are not required to be
permtted unless the industrial stormwater discharge
contributed to a violation of a water quality standard.
Mning facilities that discharge stormwater that does not
conme into contact with any overburden, raw material s,

i nternedi ate product, finished product, by-product, or waste
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product |ocated at the facility are not required to be
permtted. These facilities nust be permtted if they have a
new rel ease of stormwater resulting in a discharge of an RQ

7. FACILITIES ON I NDI AN LANDS: Discharges fromfacilities on
I ndian lands will be regulated by the U S. EPA

NOTI FI CATI ON REQUI REMENTS

Storm wat er discharges fromfacilities described in the section
titled "Types of Storm Water Discharges Covered by This General
Permit" must be covered by an NPDES permt. An NO nust be
submtted by the facility operator for each individual facility
to obtain coverage. Certification of the NO signifies that the
facility operator intends to conply with the provisions of the
CGeneral Permt. Facility operators who have filed NOs for the
State Water Board Order No. 91-013-DWQ (as amended by Order

No. 92-12-DW) or San Francisco Bay Regi onal Water Board O der
No. 92-011 (as anended by Order No. 92-116) will be sent an
abbreviated NO soon after adopting this General Permt that nust
be conpleted and returned within 45 days of receipt. \Were
operations have discontinued and significant materials remain on
site (such as at closed landfills), the | andowner may be
responsible for filing an NO and conplying with this General
Permit. A landowner may also file an NO for a facility if the
| andowner, rather than the facility operator(s), is responsible
for conpliance with this General Permt.

A facility operator that does not submit an NO for a facility
must submt an application for an individual NPDES permt.

U S. EPA s regulations [40 CFR 122.21 (a)] exclude facility
operators covered by a general permt fromrequirenments to submt
an individual permt application unless required by the Regional
Water Board. The NO requirenments of this General Permt are

i ntended to establish a mechani smwhich can be used to establish
a clear accounting of the nunber of facility operators conplying
with the General Permt, their identities, the nature of
operations at the facilities, and | ocation.

Al facility operators filing an NO after the adoption of this
CGeneral Permt nust conply with this General Permit. Existing
facility operators who have filed NOs prior to the adoption of
this General Permt shall continue to conplete the requirenents
of the previous General Permt through June 30, 1997 i ncl udi ng
submitting annual reports to the Regional Water Boards by

July 1, 1997. G oup Leaders are required to submt an 1996-97
Group Eval uation Report by August 1, 1997.
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DESCRI PTI ON OF GENERAL PERM T CONDI Tl ONS

Pr ohi biti ons

This CGeneral Permt authorizes stormwater and authorized
non-storm wat er di scharges fromfacilities that are required to
be covered by a stormwater permt. This General Permt

prohi bits discharges of material other than storm water (non-
storm wat er di scharges) that are not authorized by the Genera
Permt and di scharges contai ning hazardous substances in storm
water in excess of reportable quantities established at 40 CFR
117.3 and 40 CFR 302.4. Authorized non-storm water discharges
are addressed in the Special Conditions of the General Permt.

Ef fluent Linmtations

NPDES Permts for stormwater discharges nmust neet all applicable
provi sions of Sections 301 and 402 of the CWA. These provisions
require control of pollutant discharges using best avail abl e

t echnol ogy econom cal |y achi evabl e (BAT) and best conventi onal
pol l utant control technology (BCT) to prevent and reduce

pol lutants and any nore stringent controls necessary to neet

wat er qual ity standards.

U.S. EPA regul ations (40 CFR Subchapter N) establish effluent
[imtation guidelines for stormwater discharges fromfacilities
in ten industrial categories. For these facilities, conpliance
with the effluent limtation guidelines constitutes conpliance
wi th BAT and BCT for the specified pollutants and nust be nmet to
conply with this General Permt.

For stormwater discharges fromfacilities not anong the ten

i ndustrial categories listed in 40 CFR Subchapter N, it is not
feasible at this time to establish numeric effluent limtations.
The reasons why establishnment of nuneric effluent limtations is
not feasible are discussed in detail in State Water Board Orders
No. WD 91-03 and WQ 91-04. Therefore, this General Permt allows
the facility operator to inplenent best managenment practices
(BMPs) to conply with the requirenents of this General Permt.
This approach is consistent with the U S. EPA s August 1, 1996
“InterimPermtting Approach for Water Quality Based Effl uent
Limtations in Storm Water Permts".

Recei ving Water Limtations

Storm wat er di scharges shall not cause or contribute to a
violation of an applicable water quality standard. The Ceneral
Permt requires facility operators to reduce or prevent
pollutants in stormwater discharges and authorized non-storm
wat er di scharges through the devel opnent and i npl enentati on of
BMPs whi ch constitutes conpliance wth BAT and BCT and, in nobst
cases, conpliance with water quality standards. |If receiving
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wat er quality standards are exceeded, facility operators are
required to submt a witten report providing additional BMPs
that will be inplenmented to achieve water quality standards.

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans ( SWPPPs)

Al facility operators nmust prepare, retain on site, and

i npl enent an SWPPP. The SWPPP has two mmj or objectives: (1) to
help identify the sources of pollution that affect the quality of
i ndustrial stormwater discharges and aut horized non-storm wat er
di scharges, and (2) to describe and ensure the inplenentation of
BMPs to reduce or prevent pollutants in industrial storm water

di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm wat er di scharges.

This General Permt requires devel opment and inplenentation of an
SWPPP enphasi zi ng BMPs. This approach provides the flexibility
necessary to establish appropriate BMPs for different types of
industrial activities and pollutant sources. As this Ceneral
Permt covers vastly different types of facilities, the State
Wat er Board recognizes that there is no single best way of

devel opi ng or organi zing an SWPPP. The SWPPP requirenents
contain the essential elenents that all facility operators nust
consi der and address in the SWPPP. This General Permt's SWPPP
requi renents are nore detailed than the previous general permt's
SWPPP requirenents, and the suggested order of the SWPP el enents
have been rearranged (1) to correspond nore closely with other
stormwater permts in effect throughout the country, and (2) to
generally follow a nore logical path. Facility operators that
have al ready devel oped and i npl ement ed SWPPPs under previ ous
general permts are required to review the SWPPP' s requirenents
contained in this General Permt and then review their existing
SWPPP for adequacy. |If the existing SWPPP adequately identifies
and assesses all potential sources of pollutants and descri bes

t he appropriate BMPs necessary to reduce or prevent pollutants,
the facility operator is not required to revise the existing
SWPPP.

One of the major elenments of the SWPPP is the elimnation of
unaut hori zed non-storm water discharges to the facility's storm
drain system Unauthorized non-storm water di scharges can be
generated froma wi de variety of potential pollutant sources.
They include waters fromthe rinsing or washi ng of vehicl es,

equi pnent, buil dings, or pavenent; materials that have been

i mproperly di sposed of or dunped, and spilled; or |eaked

mat eri als. Unaut horized non-storm wat er di scharges can
contribute a significant pollutant |oad to receiving waters.
Measures to control spills, |eakage, and dunping can often be
addressed through BMPs. Unaut hori zed non-storm wat er di scharges
may enter the stormdrain systemvia conveyances such as fl oor
drains. Al conveyances should be eval uated to determ ne whet her
t hey convey unaut horized non-stormwater discharges to the storm
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drain system Unauthorized non-storm water discharges (even when
commngled with stormwater) shall be elimnated or covered by a
separate NPDES Permt.

There are nmany non-storm wat er di scharges that, under certain
condi tions, should not contain pollutants associated with

i ndustrial activity (i.e., air conditioning condensate, potable
water |ine testing, |andscaping overflow, etc.). Item D, Special
Condi ti ons, provides the conditions where certain |listed non-
storm wat er di scharges are authorized by this General Permt.

Moni t ori ng Program

The General Permt requires devel opnment and inplenentation of a
nmonitoring program The objectives of the nonitoring program are
to (1) denonstrate conpliance with the General Permt, (2) aid in
the inplenmentation of the SWPPP, and (3) neasure the

ef fectiveness of the BMPs in reducing or preventing pollutants in
storm wat er di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm wat er di scharges.

Al facility operators (wth the exception of inactive m ning
operations) are required to:

1. Performvisual observations of stormwater discharges and
aut hori zed storm water di scharges.

2. Collect and anal yze sanpl es of storm water discharges.
Anal ysis nmust include pH, total suspended solids (TSS), total
organi ¢ carbon (TOC), specific conductance, toxic chem cals,
and ot her pollutants which are likely to be present in storm
wat er di scharges in significant quantities, and those
paranmeters listed in Table D of this General Permt. The
Tabl e D paraneters are those listed in the U S. EPA Milti-
Sector General Permt. Facility operators subject to Federal
stormwater effluent limtation guidelines in 40 CFR
Subchapter N nust al so sanple and anal yze for any pol |l utant
specified in the appropriate category of 40 CFR Subchapter N

Facility operators are not required to collect sanples or perform
vi sual observations during adverse climatic conditions. Sanple
col l ection and visual observations are required only during
schedul ed facility operating hours. Visual observations are
required only during daylight hours. Facility operators that are
unabl e to collect any of the required sanples or visual
observati ons because of the above circunstances nust provide
docunentation to the Regional Water Board in their annual report.

Facility operators may be exenpt from perform ng sanpling and
analysis if they: (1) do not have areas of industrial activity
exposed to stormwater, (2) receive an exenption froma | oca
agency which has jurisdiction over the storm sewer system or
(3) receive an exenption fromthe appropriate Regi onal Water
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Board. Facility operators nust always perform sanpling and
anal ysis for any pollutant specified in stormwater effluent
[imtation guidelines.

This General Permt contains a new procedure where facility
operators, if they neet certain m ninumconditions, may certify
conpliance with the General Permt and reduce the nunber of
sanpling events required to be sanpled for the renaining term of
the General Permt. Each Regional Water Board may devel op

i nstructions, guidance, and checklists to assist facility
operators to conpl ete sanpling reduction requests.

Local agencies that wi sh to provide sanpling and anal ysi s
exenptions or reductions to facility operators within their
jurisdiction shall develop a certification programthat clearly
i ndicates the certification procedures and criteria used by the
| ocal agency. At a mnimum these progranms should include site
i nspections, a review of the facility operator's SWPP, and a
review of other records such as nonitoring data, receiving water
data, etc. The certification programshall be approved by the

| ocal Regional Water Board prior to inplenentation.

Al ternative Mnitoring

Facility operators are required to develop a facility-specific
nmonitoring programthat satisfies both the m nimum nonitoring
program requirenments and the objectives of the nonitoring
program Sonme facility operators have indicated that cost-
effective alternative nonitoring prograns can be devel oped t hat
provi de equival ent or nore accurate indicators of pollutants
and/ or BMP performance than a nonitoring program based upon the
m ni mum noni toring programrequirenments. An exanple of such an
alternative nonitoring programwould be one that identifies
sanple | ocations at or near pollutant sources rather than
sanpling an entire drai nage area where the storm water discharge
has been diluted with stormwater fromareas with little or no
i ndustrial activity.

The State Water Board does not want to preclude facility
operators from devel opi ng better, and perhaps nore cost-
effective, nonitoring programs. This General Permt allows
facility operators to submt alternative nonitoring prograns for
approval by the Regional Water Board. For individual facilities,
t hese proposals nmust be facility specific and denonstrate how t he
alternative nonitoring programw |l result in an equival ent or
nore accurate indicator of pollutants and/ or BMP effectiveness.
Facility operators with simlar industrial activities may al so
propose alternative nonitoring prograns for approval by the

Regi onal Water Boards. These proposals nust denonstrate how t he
alternative nonitoring programw |l result in an equival ent or
nore accurate indicator of pollutants and/ or BMP effectiveness
for all of the participating facilities.
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Facility operators shall continue to conply with the existing
nmoni toring programrequirenments until receiving approval by the
Regi onal Water Board.

Group Monitoring

Each facility operator may either perform sanpling and anal ysis
individually or participate in a group nonitoring program A
group nonitoring program nay be devel oped either by a group

| eader representing a group of simlar facilities or by a | ocal
agency which holds a stormwater permt for a nunicipal separate
storm sewer systemfor industrial facilities within its
jurisdiction. The group |eader or |ocal agency responsible for
the group nonitoring program must schedule all participating
facilities to sanple two stormevents over the life of this
CGeneral Permt. Facility operators subject to Federal effluent
[imtations guidelines in 40 CFR Subchapter N must individually
sanpl e and anal yze for pollutants listed in the appropriate
Federal regulations.

Participants within a group may be | ocated within the
jurisdiction of nore than one Regional Water Board. Multi-

Regi onal Water Board groups nust receive the approval of the
State Water Board Executive Director (with the concurrence of the
appropri ate Regi onal Water Boards).

Each group | eader or |ocal agency responsible for group sanpling
must: (1) provide guidance or training so that the nonitoring is
done correctly, (2) recommend appropriate BMPs to reduce or
prevent pollutants in stormwater discharges and aut horized non-
storm wat er di scharges from group participants, (3) evaluate and
report the nonitoring data to the State Water Board and/or the
appropri ate Regional Water Board(s), and (4) conduct two on-site
i nspections at each facility over the five year termof this
Ceneral Permt to evaluate facility conpliance and recommend BMPs
to achieve conpliance with this General Permt. The group | eader
or | ocal agency may designate, hire, or train inspectors to
conduct these inspections that are or are not directly affiliated
with the group | eader or | ocal agency. It is the group |eader's
or local agency's responsibility to select inspectors that are
capabl e of evaluating each facility's conpliance with the Genera
Permit and can recommend appropriate BMPs. All group nonitoring
pl ans are subject to State Water Board and/or Regi onal Water
Board(s) review. Consistent with the four-tier permtting
strategy described in the Federal regul ations, the Regional Water
Board(s) may evaluate the data and results from group nonitoring
to establish future permtting decisions. As appropriate, the
State Water Board and/or the Regional Water Board(s) may

term nate or require substantial anmendnment to the group
monitoring plans. The State Water Board and/or the Regional
Water Board(s) may terminate a facility's participation in group
nonitoring or require additional nonitoring activities.
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Ret enti on of Records

The facility operator is required to retain records of al
nmonitoring information, copies of all reports required by this
CGeneral Permt, and records of all data used to conplete the NO
for a period of five years fromthe date of neasurenent, report,
or nonitoring activity. This period may be extended by the State
and/ or Regional Water Boards. All records are public docunents
and nust be provided to the Regi onal Water Boards on request.

VWt er shed Managenent

The State and Regi onal Water Boards are undertaking a focussed
effort in watershed managenent throughout the State. In
reissuing this General Permt, the State Water Board recogni zes
both the evol ving nature of watershed nmanagenent and the | ong-
termdesirability of structuring nonitoring prograns to support
t he Wat ershed Managenent Initiative. Therefore, the anended
nmoni toring and reporting provisions provide flexibility for

i ndividual facility operators or groups of facility operators to
propose and participate in, subject to Regional Water Board
approval, watershed nonitoring progranms in |lieu of some or all of
the nonitoring requirenments contained in this General Permt.

Facility Operator Conpliance Responsibilities

This General Permt has been witten to encourage individual
facility operators to develop their own SWPPP and nonitoring
programs. Many facility operators, however, choose to obtain
conpliance assistance either by hiring a consul tant on an

i ndi vi dual basis or by participating in a group nonitoring plan.
Regardl ess of how a facility operator chooses to pursue
conpliance, it is the facility operator that is responsible for
conpliance with this General Permt.

The State Water Board recogni zes that industrial activities and
operating conditions at many facilities change over tinme. In
addi tion, new and nore effective BWMPs are bei ng devel oped by
various facility operators and by industrial groups. The SWPPP
and nonitoring programrequirenents include various inspections,
revi ews, and observations all of which recogni ze, encourage, and
mandate an iterative self-evaluation process that is necessary to
consistently conply with this General Permt. In general,
facility operators that devel op and inplenent SWPPPs that conply
with this General Permt should not be penalized when di scovering
m nor violations through this iterative self-evaluation process.
The General Permt provides facility operators up to 90 days to
revise and inplenent the SWPPP to correct such violations.



STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BQARD ( STATE WATER BQARD)
WATER QUALI TY ORDER NO. 97-03- DWQ
NATI ONAL POLLUTANT DI SCHARGE ELI M NATI ON SYSTEM ( NPDES)
GENERAL PERM T NO. CAS000001 ( GENERAL PERM T)

WASTE DI SCHARGE REQUI REMENTS (V\DRS)
FOR

DI SCHARGES OF STORM WATER ASSOCI ATED W TH | NDUSTRI AL ACTI VI Tl ES

EXCLUDI NG CONSTRUCTI ON ACTI VI TI ES

The State Water Board finds that:

1

Federal regulations for storm water discharges were issued
by the U S. Environnental Protection Agency (U. S. EPA) on
Novenber 16, 1990 (40 Code of Federal Regul ations [CFR]
Parts 122, 123, and 124). The regulations require operators
of specific categories of facilities where discharges of
stormwater associated with industrial activity (storm

wat er) occur to obtain an NPDES permt and to inplenment Best
Avai | abl e Technol ogy Economi cally Achi evabl e (BAT) and Best
Conventional Pollutant Control Technol ogy (BCT) to reduce or
prevent pollutants associated with industrial activity in
storm wat er di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm di schar ges.

This General Permt shall regulate storm water discharges
and aut hori zed non-storm wat er di scharges from specific
categories of industrial facilities identified in

Attachnent 1, stormwater discharges and authorized non-
stormwater discharges fromfacilities as designated by the
Regi onal Water Quality Control Boards (Regional Water
Boards), and storm water discharges and aut horized non-storm
wat er di scharges fromother facilities seeking Cenera

Permt coverage. This Ceneral Permt may al so regul ate
storm wat er di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm wat er

di scharges fromfacilities as required by U S. EPA

regul ations. This CGeneral Permt shall regulate storm water
di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm wat er di scharges
previously regul ated by San Franci sco Bay Regi onal Water
Board Order, No.92-11 (as anended by Order No. 92-116).

This General Permt excludes stormwater discharges and non-
stormwat er di scharges that are regul ated by ot her

i ndi vi dual or general NPDES permts, storm water discharges
and non-storm wat er di scharges from construction activities,
and storm wat er di scharges and non-storm water discharges
excl uded by the Regional Water Boards for coverage by this
General Permit. Attachment 2 contains the addresses and

t el ephone nunbers of each Regi onal Water Board office.

To obtain coverage for storm water discharges and aut hori zed
non- storm wat er di scharges pursuant to this General Permt,
operators of facilities (facility operators) nust submt a
Notice of Intent (NO), in accordance with the Attachnent 3
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i nstructions, and appropriate annual fee to the State Water
Board. This includes facility operators that have
participated in U S. EPA s group application process.

This General Permt does not preenpt or supersede the
authority of |ocal agencies to prohibit, restrict, or control
storm wat er di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm wat er

di scharges to stormdrain systens or other water-courses
within their jurisdictions as allowed by State and Feder al

I aw.

I f an individual NPDES permt is issued to a facility
operator otherwi se subject to this General Permt or an
alternative NPDES general permt is subsequently adopted

whi ch covers storm wat er di scharges and/or authorized non-
storm wat er di scharges regulated by this General Permt, the
applicability of this General Permt to such discharges is
automatically term nated on the effective date of the

i ndi vi dual NPDES permt or the date of approval for coverage
under the subsequent NPDES general permt.

Effluent limtations and toxic and effluent standards
established in Sections 208(b), 301, 302, 303(d), 304, 306,
307, and 403 of the Federal C ean Water Act (CWA), as
anended, are applicable to stormwater discharges and

aut hori zed non-storm water discharges regulated by this
General Permt.

This action to adopt an NPDES general permt is exenpt from
the provisions of the California Environnmental Quality Act
(Public Resources Code Section 21100, et seq.) in accordance
with Section 13389 of the California Water Code.

Federal regulations (40 CFR Subchapter N) establish effluent
[imtations guidelines for stormwater discharges from sone
facilities in ten industrial categories.

For facilities which do not have established effl uent
[imtation guidelines for stormwater discharges in 40 CFR
Subchapter N, it is not feasible at this tine to establish
nunmeric effluent limtations. This is due to the large
nunber of discharges and the conplex nature of storm water

di scharges. This is also consistent with the U S. EPA s
August 1, 1996 "InterimPermtting Approach for Water Quality
Based Effluent Limtations in StormWter Permts."

Facility operators are required to conply with the ternms and
conditions of this General Permt. Conpliance with the terns
and conditions of this General Permt constitutes conpliance
wi th BAT/BCT requirenents and with requirenents to achi eve
wat er quality standards. This includes the devel opnent and

i npl enentation of an effective Storm Water
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Pol l ution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to reduce or prevent
pol lutants associated with industrial activity in stormwater
di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm wat er di scharges.

Best Managenent Practices (BMPs) to reduce or prevent

pol lutants associated with industrial activity in stormwater
di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm wat er di scharges are
appropriate where nunmeric effluent limtations are

i nfeasi ble, and the inplenentation of BMPs is adequate to
achi eve conpliance with BAT/BCT and with water quality

st andards.

The State Water Board has adopted a Wat ershed Managenent
Initiative that encourages watershed managenent throughout
the State. This General Permt recognizes the Wtershed
Managenment Initiative by supporting the devel opnent of
wat er shed nonitoring prograns authorized by the Regi onal
Wat er Boar ds.

Fol | owi ng adoption of this CGeneral Permt, the Regional Water
Boards shall enforce its provisions.

Fol Il owi ng public notice in accordance with State and Feder al
| aws and regul ations, the State Water Board held a public
heari ng on Novenber 12, 1996 and heard and consi dered al
comments pertaining to this General Permt. A response to
all significant comments has been prepared and is avail able
for public review

This Order is an NPDES General Permt in conpliance with
Section 402 of the CM and shall take effect upon adoption by
the State Water Board.

All ternms that are defined in the CWA, U.S. EPA storm wat er
regul ati ons and the Porter-Col ogne Water Quality Control Act
wi ||l have the sane definition in this General Permt unless
ot herw se st at ed.

| T 1S HEREBY ORDERED that all facility operators required to be
regul ated by this General Permit shall conply with the foll ow ng:

A
1

DI SCHARGE PRCHI BI TI ONS:

Except as allowed in Special Conditions (D.1.) of this
CGeneral Permt, materials other than stormwater (non-storm
wat er di scharges) that discharge either directly or
indirectly to waters of the United States are prohibited.
Prohi bited non-storm water di scharges nust be either
elimnated or permtted by a separate NPDES permt.
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Storm wat er di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm wat er
di scharges shall not cause or threaten to cause pollution
cont am nati on, or nuisance.

EFFLUENT LI M TATI ONS:

Stormwat er discharges fromfacilities subject to storm water
effluent Iimtation guidelines in Federal regulations (40 CFR
Subchapter N) shall not exceed the specified effluent
limtations.

Storm wat er di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm wat er

di scharges regulated by this General Permt shall not contain
a hazardous substance equal to or in excess of a reportable
quantity listed in 40 CFR Part 117 and/or 40 CFR Part 302.

Facility operators covered by this General Permt mnust reduce
or prevent pollutants associated with industrial activity in
storm wat er di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm wat er

di scharges through inplenentation of BAT for toxic and non-
conventional pollutants and BCT for conventional pollutants.
Devel opnent and inpl enmentation of an SWPPP that conplies with
the requirenments in Section A of the General Permt and that
i ncl udes BMPs that achieve BAT/BCT constitutes conpliance
with this requirenent.

RECEI VI NG WATER LI M TATI ONS:

1. Storm wat er di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm wat er
di scharges to any surface or ground water shall not
adversely inmpact human health or the environnent.

2. Storm wat er di scharges and aut hori zed non-storm wat er
di scharges shall not cause or contribute to an
exceedance of any applicable water quality standards
contained in a Statewi de Water Quality Control Plan or
t he applicabl e Regi onal Water Board' s Basin Pl an.

3. A facility operator will not be in violation of
Receiving Water Limtation C. 2. as long as the facility
operator has inplenmented BMPs that achi eve BAT/BCT and
the foll owi ng procedure is foll owed:

a. The facility operator shall submt a report to the
appropri ate Regional Water Board that describes the
BMPs that are currently being inplenented and
additional BWMPs that will be inplenented to prevent
or reduce any pollutants that are causing or
contributing to the exceedance of water quality
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standards. The report shall include an
i npl enent ati on schedule. The Regional Water Board
may require nodifications to the report.

Fol | owi ng approval of the report described above by
t he Regional Water Board, the facility operator
shall revise its SWPPP and nonitoring programto

i ncorporate the additional BMPs that have been and
will be inplenented, the inplenentation schedul e,
and any additional nonitoring required.

4. A facility operator shall be in violation of this General
Permit if he/she fails to do any of the follow ng:

a.

Submit the report described above within 60 days after
either the facility operator or the Regional Water
Board determ nes that discharges are causing or
contributing to an exceedance of an applicable water
qual ity standard;

Submit a report that is approved by the Regiona
Wat er Board; or

Revise its SWPPP and nonitoring programas required
by the approved report.

D. SPECI AL CONDI TI ONS

1

Non- St orm WAt er Di schar ges

a.

The foll owi ng non-stormwater discharges are
authorized by this CGeneral Permt provided that they
satisfy the conditions specified in Paragraph b.
below. fire hydrant flushing; potable water
sources, including potable water related to the
operation, mai ntenance, or testing of potable water
systens; drinking fountain water; atnospheric
condensates including refrigeration, air
condi ti oning, and conpressor condensate; irrigation
dr ai nage; | andscape watering; springs; ground water;
foundation or footing drai nage; and sea water
infiltration where the sea waters are di scharged
back into the sea water source.

The non-storm wat er di scharges as provided in
Par agraph a. above are authorized by this General
Permit if all the follow ng conditions are net:

i The non-storm wat er discharges are in
conpliance with Regi onal Water Board
requirenents.

ii. The non-stormwater discharges are in
conpliance with | ocal agency ordi nances
and/ or requirenents.
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iii. BMPs are specifically included in the SWPPP
to (1) prevent or reduce the contact of non-
storm wat er di scharges with significant
mat erials or equipnent and (2) mnimze, to
the extent practicable, the flow or vol une of
non- st orm wat er di schar ges.

iv. The non-stormwater discharges do not contain
significant quantities of pollutants.

v. The nonitoring programincludes quarterly
vi sual observations of each non-storm water
di scharge and its sources to ensure that BMPs
are being inplenmented and are effective.

Vi. The non-stormwater discharges are reported
and described annually as part of the annual
report.

The Regi onal Water Board or its designee may establish
addi tional nonitoring progranms and reporting

requi renents for any non-storm water discharge
authorized by this General Permt.

d. Discharges fromfirefighting activities are authorized

by this CGeneral Permt and are not subject to the
condi tions of Paragraph b. above.

E. PROVI SI ONS

1.

Al facility operators seeking coverage by this General
Permt nust submt an NO for each of the facilities they
operate. Facility operators filing an NO after the
adoption of this General Permt shall use the NO form and
instructions (Attachnent 3) attached to this Ceneral
Permit. Existing facility operators who have filed an NO
pursuant to State Water Board Order

No. 91-013-DWQ (as anended by Order No. 92-12-DW) or

San Franci sco Bay Regional Water Board Order No. 92-11 (as
anended by Order No. 92-116) shall submt an abbreviated
NO form provided by the State Water Board. The
abbreviated NO formshall be submtted within 45 days
of receipt.

Facility operators who have filed an NO, pursuant to
State Water Board Order No. 91-013-DWQ (as amended by
Order No. 92-12-DW) or San Franci sco Bay Regi onal Water
Board Order No. 92-11 (as anended by Order No. 92-116),
shall continue to inplenent their existing SWPPP and shal
i npl enent any necessary revisions to their SWPPP in
accordance with Section A of this General Permt in a
tinmely manner, but in no case |ater than August 1, 1997.
Facility operators beginning industrial activities after
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adoption of this General Permt nust devel op and i npl enent
an SWPPP in accordance with Section A of this General
Permt when the industrial activities begin.

Facility operators who have filed an NO, pursuant to
State Water Board Order No. 91-013-DWQ (as amended by
Order No. 92-12-DW)Q or San Franci sco Bay Regi onal Water
Board Order No. 92-11 (as anended by Order No. 92-116),
shall continue to inplenent their existing Mnitoring
Program and shall inplenment any necessary revisions to
their Monitoring Programin accordance wth Section B of
the General Permt in a tinely manner, but in no case

| ater than August 1, 1997. Facility operators begi nning
industrial activities after adoption of this General
Permt nust develop and inplenent a Monitoring Programin
accordance with Section B of this General Permt when

i ndustrial activities begin.

Facility operators of feedlots as defined in 40 CFR Part
412 that are in full conpliance with Section 2560 to
Section 2565, Title 23, California Code of Regul ations
(Chapter 15) will be in conpliance with all effluent
[imtations and prohibitions contained in this General
Permit. Facility operators of feedlots that conply with
Chapter 15, however, nmust performnonitoring in conpliance
with the requirenents of Section B.4.d. and B.14. of this
CGeneral Permt. Facility operators of feedlots nmust al so
conply with any Regional Water Board WDRs or NPDES gener al
permt regulating their storm water discharges.

Al facility operators must conply with |awful

requi renents of nunicipalities, counties, drainage
districts, and other |ocal agencies regarding storm water
di scharges and non-storm water discharges entering storm
drain systens or other watercourses under their
jurisdiction, including applicable requirenents in
muni ci pal storm wat er nmanagenent prograns devel oped to
conply with NPDES permts issued by the Regional Water
Boards to | ocal agencies.

Al facility operators must conply with the standard
provi sions and reporting requirenents for each facility
covered by this General Permt contained in Section C,
St andard Provi si ons.

Facility operators that operate facilities with
co-located industrial activities (facilities that have
industrial activities that neet nore than one of the
descriptions in Attachnment 1) that are contiguous to
one another are authorized to file a single NO to
conply with the General Permit. Storm water discharges
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and aut hori zed non-storm wat er di scharges fromthe co-

| ocated industrial activities are authorized provided that
the SWPPP and Monitoring Program addresses each co-

| ocated industrial activity.

Upon rei ssuance of a successor NPDES general permt by the
State Water Board, the facility operators subject to this
rei ssued General Permt may be required to file an NO.

Facility operators may request to termnate their coverage
under this General Permt by filing a Notice of

Term nation (NOT) with the Regional Water Board. The NOT
shal |l provide all docunmentation requested by the Regi onal
Water Board. The facility operator will be notified when
the NOT has been approved. Should the NOT be denied,
facility operators are responsible for continued
conpliance with the requirenents of this General Permt.

Facility operators who have filed an NO, pursuant to
State Water Board Order No. 91-013-DWQ (as amended by
Order No. 92-12) or San Franci sco Bay Regi onal Water Board
Order No. 92-11 (as anended by Order No. 92-116) shall:

a. Conmpl ete the 1996-97 activities required by those
general permts. These include, but are not |limted
to, conducting any renaining visual observations,
sanpl e coll ection, annual site inspection, annual
report submittal, and (for group nonitoring | eaders)
Group Eval uation Reports; and

b. Comply with the requirenments of this General Permt
no | ater than August 1, 1997.

| f the Regional Water Board determ nes that a discharge
may be causing or contributing to an exceedance of any
applicable water quality standards contained in a
Statewi de Water Quality Control Plan or the applicable
Regi onal Water Board's Basin Plan, the Regional Water
Board may order the facility operator to conply with the
requi renents described in Receiving Water

Limtation C. 3. The facility operator shall conply with
the requirenments within the tine schedul e established by
t he Regi onal Water Board.

If the facility operator determines that its storm water
di scharges or authorized non-storm water discharges are
causing or contributing to an exceedance of any
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applicable water quality standards, the facility operator
shall conply with the requirenments described in Receiving
Water Limtation C 3.

State Water Board Order No. 91-013-DWQ (as amended by
Order No. 92-12-DW) and San Franci sco Bay Regi onal Water
Board Order No. 91-011 (as amended by Order

No. 92-116) are hereby rescinded.

F. REG ONAL WATER BOARD AUTHORI Tl ES

1.

Fol | owi ng adoption of this CGeneral Permt, Regional \Wter
Boar ds shal |

a. | mpl ement the provisions of this General Permt,
i ncluding, but not limted to, review ng SWPPPs,
revi ewi ng annual reports, conducting conpliance
i nspections, and taking enforcenent actions.

b. | ssue ot her NPDES general permts or individual NPDES
stormwater permts as they deem appropriate to
i ndividual facility operators, facility operators of
specific categories of industrial activities, or
facility operators in a watershed or geographic area.
Upon i ssuance of such NPDES permts by a Regional Wter
Board, the affected facility operator shall no |onger
be regul ated by this General Permt. Any new NPDES
permt issued by the Regional Water Board nay contain
different requirenents than the requirenments of this
General Permt.

Regi onal Water Boards may provide guidance to facility
operators on the SWPPP and the Monitoring Program and
reporting inplenentation.

Regi onal Water Boards may require facility operators to
conduct additional SWPPP and Monitoring Program and
reporting activities necessary to achieve conpliance with
this General Permt.

Regi onal Water Boards may approve requests fromfacility
operators whose facilities include co-located industria
activities that are not contiguous within the facilities
(e.g., sone mlitary bases) to conply with this Genera
Permit under a single NO. Storm water discharges and
aut hori zed non-storm water discharges fromthe co-1ocated
i ndustrial activities and from other sources within the
facility that may generate significant quantities of

pol lutants are authorized provi ded the SWPPP and
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Moni tori ng Program addresses each co-located industria
activity and other sources that may generate significant
quantities of pollutants.

CERTI FI CATI ON

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the State Water

Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and
correct copy of an order duly and regularly adopted at a neeting
of the State Water Resources Control Board held on

April 17, 1997.

AYE: John P. Caffrey
John W Brown
Janes M Stubchaer
Marc Del Piero
Mary Jane Forster

NO None
ABSENT: None

ABSTAI N:  None

Maur een NMarché
Adm ni strati ve Assistant to the Board



